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The Agricultural Situation 


GENERAL 


During April and May the level of economic activity remained 
at a high level despite the slight decline in’ industrial production, 


In the industrial sector, steel Contracted trom 9% percent of capacity 
in March to 90 percent in April and to 87 percent in May. Output ol 
durables in general declined while that of nondurables rose to new 


highs. 


Non-agricultural employment of 52 million and unemployment of 
2.7 million was little changed from a year ago. Average hourly earnings 
of factory workers also remained unchanged, Consumer income rose 


live percent from last year. 


Farm Prices and Income 


Demand for farm products continued high with consumer ex 
penditures up five percent from last year. In addition, agricultural 
exports were up 45 percent from a year ago largely because of govern 


ment programs. 


Prices received for farm products during January-April rose to 
a level of four percent above last year, while prices paid by larmers 
rose the same amount. ‘The parity ratio remained unchanged at a 
level of 81. 


From March to April, prices received tor crops advanced trom a 
level of 256 percent to 259 percent of the 1910-14 average. Livestock 


prices increased from a level of 258 percent to 242 percent ol the 1910 
ld average. 


With the higher prices and only slightly smaller marketings, farm 
ers received 8.4 billion dollars in the first 4 months of 1957 —a rise ol 
three percent from 1956 John Franzmann 


CROPS 
Wheat 


The USDA June I estimate indicates a 1957 winter wheat Crop 
of 736 million bushels, 33 million more than the forecast of a month 
earlier. The estimate of total wheat production indicates a crop ol 
971 million bushels which is only three percent less than last year’s crop 


7 
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Wheat exports lor 1956-57 are now estimated at 475 million bushels. 
With domestic disappearance for the year estimated at 600° million 
bushels, the carryover on July 1, 1957 should be around 948 million 
bushels, the first significant reduction in carryover since 1952, How- 
ever, if the current crop is as large as now estimated, carryover stocks 


would increase in the coming year. 


The Agricultural Marketing Service reports that wheat production 
in Oklahoma is estimated at $214, million bushels as of July 1. This is 
down about 171, million bushels from the estimate of the previous 


month 


Minimum Support for 1958 Crop Wheat 


On April 19 the Secretary of Agriculture prociaimed marketing 
quotas on the 1958 crop ol wheat and set the referendum for June 20, 
1957. The Secretary also proclaimed the National Acreage Allotment 
of 55 million acres which is the minimum permitted by law. At the 
same time, the Secretary set the minimum national average support price 


lor the 195%crop wheat in the 46-state commercial area at $1.78 per 


bushel, if quotas are approved. Phis price reflects 75 percent of transi- 


tional parity and compares with the average support price of $2.00 for 


the 1957 crop 


New Official Grain Standards for Wheat 


Phe revision of the ollicial grain standards for wheat, announced 
March &, becomes effective June 15. The important changes made 
are as follows: (1) A reduction in the limits of total foreign material 
to 0.5 percent, 1.0 percent, 2.0 percent, and 3.0 percent in grades 1, 2, 3 
and J, respectively, compared with 1.0 percent, 2.0 percent, 3.0 percent 
and 5.0 percent previously permitted. The factor, “matter except other 
grains,” was eliminated. (2) \ reduction in shrunken and broken kernels 
in grades No. | and No. 2 to 5.0 percent and in No, 3 to 8.0 percent. 
Previous tolerances were 7.0 percent for No, | and No, 2 and 10  per- 
cent lor No. 3. (3) \ reduction in the limits of wheat of other classes in 
the No. 2 grade to 5.0 percent. Previous tolerances were 5.0: percent 
lor grade No. | and 10 percent tor grades No. 2 and No. 3. (4) An in- 
crease in the minimum limits of dark, hard and viterous kernels in the 
subclass Hard Winter Wheat trom “more than 25 percent” to 40 percent. 
(5) The elimination of “Amber Mixed Durum” and “Mixed Durum” 
from the grade designation in the class, mixed wheat. (6) A provision 
that distinctly low quality be determined on the basis of the sample 
as a Whole, that is, before the removal of dockage.” William R. Morrison. 


The Demand and Price Situation, AMS, USDA, May 1957, p. 14. 
The Wheat Situation, AMS, USDA, April 1957, p. 24 
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Cotton 


Supply 
The supply of cotton in the United States for the current mat 
keting year (August 1, 1956 to August 1, 1957) is estimated at about 
27.8 million bales. This is the largest on record and 1.8 million bales 
above the previous record of a year earlier. “The record 1956-57 supply 
includes a record carryover of about 14.5 million bales, production of 
, The August I, 


13,151,208 bales, and estimated imports ol 100,000 bales. 
bales, nearly 3 


1957 carrvover is estimated to be about 11.6 million 


million below that of August 1, 1956. No official estimate of the 


1957-58 cotton production has been released at this time. 


Disappearance 
Disappearance of cotton in the United States tor the 1956-57 man 


keting vear is estimated at about 16.2 million bales compared with [1-1 
million bales in the previous year. Although a decline of about 0.5 
million bales in domestic consumption is expected for the current 


season, exports will be much larger. 


Exports 
hy. ports are expected to be about 7.5 million bales for the cur 


rent season. This compares with 2.2 million bales for last) year and 


represents the largest exports of cotton since 1933-54, 


The large exports of cotton for the current year result from the 
competitive prices at which CCC is selling cotton for export, ano in 
crease in foreign free world consumption of slightly more than a mil 
lion bales, reduced foreign tree world production of about 600,000 bales, 
and replenishment of small stocks in the foreign tree world. 


CCC is selling its stocks of upland cotton for export at 5 to 7 
cents per pound below current: support: rates and domestic market 
million bales of cotton have been sold for export 
1956 and August 15, 1957 a period slightly longe 


prices. About 7.7 
between August I, 
than the present crop year. An additional 2.9 million bales have been 
sold for export between August 16, 1957 and August 1, 1958 in the next 


crop Vear, 


As of May 17, 1957 cotton stocks held by CCG (owned and held as 
collateral against outstanding loans and excluding cotton sold for ex 
port) were about 6.6 million bales. This was the smallest stock of 
cotton held by CCC since the end of 1953. Of the May 17. total, 
about 2.7 million bales of upland cotton were owned by CCC and 
about 4.0 million bales of upland cotton were pledged as collateral 


against outstanding loans. 


CCC will purchase all 1956 crop cotton held as collateral against 
outstanding loans on July 31, 1957. William E. Catheart 
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FEED 


The combined carryover of the four major feed grains into 1957-58 
is estimated at approximately 50 million tons, about 40 percent of 
average production in recent years. ‘The carryover of corn on October 
| is expected to total nearly 1,450 million bushels, significantly above 
the 1,165 million carried over last year. ‘The carryover of oats probably 
will be approximately one-third smaller than last year’s record, while 
stocks of barley and sorghum grains carried over may not differ sub- 


stantially from those of a year earlier. 


Ample soil moisture in most areas in early May has resulted in 


more promising prospects for 1957 feed crops than a year earlier. Pasture 
and hay crops were slightly above average and were much better than 
a year ago on May |. However, wet weather has interfered with the 
seeding of oats in the Midwest and reduced the chance of the crop 
maturing before mid-summer heat. Due to April rain, a relatively 
small acreage of corm was planted in the North Central region” be- 


lore May | 


Feed prices have been relatively stable during the past two on 
three months, but averaged slightly lower in early May than a year 
ago. The principal exceptions were oats, linseed meal, alfalfa meal 
and molasses which were moderately to sharply higher than a year 
earlier. In carly May, prices of corm and soybean meal were sub- 
stantially lower than a year ago and are expected to continue lower 
during the next few months. ‘The prices of other feed grains, particularly 
barley and sorghum grains, are expected to decline seasonally this sum 
mer if the growing season is lavorable for these crops. In April and 
early May, the prices of high protein leeds were somewhat lower than 


ad yea ago. 


Phe total quantity of feed grains placed under price support this 
year is expected to be less than the record of 18.2 million tons in 1955- 
%. ‘Through April 15 this year 398 million bushels of corn were placed 
under price support compared with $66 million bushels for the period 
of 1955-56. Substantially smaller quantities of the other feed grains 
were placed under price support. Kenneth Tefertiller 


LIVESTOCK AND LIVESTOCK PRODUCTS 
Beef Cattle 


Outlook Favorable 
Prices paid for meat animals have made a significant improvement 
because of reduced inventories. Some of the gains are seasonal, but as 


Summarized from The Feed Situation AMS, USDA. May. 1957 
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long as demand for meat stays strong, prices should continue above the 
depressed levels of the last two years. 


Increased precipitation has revived grass in the Southwest and in 
other areas that were dry last year. With improved range conditions, 
prices of stocker cattle have increased. 

Feeder cattle prices, supported by fewer calves and yearlings car 
ried over from last year, will continue above 1956.) With cow numbers 
also reduced and some unusual losses in the southern plains from storms 
in March and April, the call crop probably will be smaller than last 


year. 


Prices to Stay Above 1956 


Cattle prices in 1957 have shown an improvement over early 1956 


The average price received by farmers for beet cattle in’ April was 


$16.90 per 100 pounds, a $2.00 increase trom January of this year 
and from April a year ago. Price increases were spread generally 
throughout all market classes. Prices tor stocker cattle advanced 
sharply as demand increased for cattle to go on new grass. “The average 
cost of feeder and stocker steers at 10 markets early in May, at $20.55 


per 100 pounds, had gained $4.00 since early January and was $3.35 


higher than a year ago. 


Prices received by farmers for calves averaged $18.30) per 100 
pounds for calves this April (all classes combined, including vealers) 


compared with $16.70 a year ago. 


The remainder of this year will bring the usual seasonal divergence 
between fed cattle and grass cattle prices. Prices of fed cattle are ex 
pected to hold steady during the spring months and to advance gradually 
through the summer months. Prices likely will hold up well this fall. 
\ rise in fed cattle prices similar to the one which raised Choice stee 
prices nearly $6.00 per 100 pounds within eight weeks last summer is 
not in prospect this year. While prices may not reach the brief late 
summer and early fall peak of last year, they probably will be above a 
vear earlier in the other months of this year. 


Prices of teeder cattle and lower grades of slaughter cattle are ex 
pected to decline from this spring’s high. However, prices likely will 
continue above 1956 prices. The demand for cattle to put on greening 
pastures will soon ease off, but the demand for feed lot replacements 
should continue strong through the summer. With smaller supplies 
of the lower grades and with strengthening prices for fed cattle, the 
price decline for stockers and feeders may be about normal for these 
months, The prices this fall would not therefore retain as wide a 
margin over prices a year ago as recent prices. Much will depend 
upon the weather and farmers’ attitudes toward restocking. 
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Cattle Slaughter. 


In the first four months of 1957 cattle slaughter increased. Cattle 
slaughter in January was a record for the month, but in the months 
of February, March, and April, numbers slaughtered have been ap- 
proximately equal to last year. Lighter average weights compared with 
a year earlier held January through April beel production to only a 
\lthough fed cattle marketings increased slightly, 


small increase. 
The average live-weight 


the gain in slaughter was largely due to cows. 


of cattle slaughtered in) commercial plants during January through 


March was 972 pounds, 7 pounds less than in 1956. 


Cattle marketings olf grass are not expected to reach the drought 
stimulated levels of last summer and fall. If favorable conditions con- 
tinue, many cattle will be held for feeding and as stocker cattle. Dur- 
ing the next several months slaughter of fed cattle probably will be as 
large or larger than in corresponding months in 1956; however, total 


cattle slaughter will be moderately below year earlier levels. 


Cattle and Calves on Feed Increase 


Phe April | report of catthe and calves on feed showed a four 
percent gain over 1956. The increase was greatest in’ the medium 
cattle on feed 3 to 6 months, and those weighing 600 to 900 


weights 
Placements in 13 leading states during the first quarter of the 


pounds. 
year were the same as during the first quarter of 1956. 


Producers plan to market 47 percent of April | inventories belore 
July | and the remaining 53 percent after July 1. This means a later 
marketing schedule than Jast year which should prevent the temporary 
shortage of fed cattle that occurred in the late summer and early fall 


ol last year. 


Phe volume of cattle feeding may be restricted by limited avail- 
ability of replacements. ‘The number of young stock in 17 western 
states at the beginning of the year was seven percent smaller than on 
January 1, 1956. Furthermore, improved pasture conditions over much 
of the western ranching area will encourage ranchers to rebuild herds. 
\s a result, marketings will be less from areas that normally produce 
feeder cattle. However, the reduced numbers may be partially offset 


by a high rate of short term feeding of heavy steers. 


Shift in Oklahoma Cattle Numbers 


Cattle numbers in the eastern section of Oklahoma are increasing 
relative to western sections. Until the present decade the increase 
in cattle numbers tended to be higher in the western portion of the 
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State.’ Since the 1950's the position has been reversed. That is, in 
creases in eastern sections have been substantially greater than in 
creases in western sections. This would indicate that eastern Oklahoma 


may be becoming more important as a cattle producing area 


Changes in catthe numbers in Oklahoma over the years have ap 
proximated the national trends in livestock number changes, Okla 
homa, eastern Oklahoma, and western Oklahoma cattle numbers have 
followed U.S. cattle numbers with respect to the cattle cycle (Figure 1). 
During the increase in cattle numbers from 1928-34 and 1938-14, in 


creases in’ western Oklahoma were taster and greater than those tor 
eastern Oklahoma and the U. 8S. However, on the downside of the 


cycle western Oklahoma cattle numbers tended to decline faster and 
to a point below eastern numbers, 


Western Eastern “al 
kl — 
Oklahoma —_4 Oklahoma-v/_ 


Vv 








Figure 1. Index of numbers of all cattle and calves on farms, United States, Okbn 
homa, and areas of Oklahoma, 1928-19°6. 


Source: A Statistical Handbook of Oklahoma Agriculture Oklahoma Agricultural 
Experiment Station Miscellaneous Publication No. MP-14; Estimated Num 
ber on Farms, January 1, 1956, Oklahoma Crop and Livestock Reporting 
Service, AMS, USDA, July 18, 1956 and previous reports: and Livestock 
Market News Statistics and Related Data, 1955, AMS USDA Statistical 


Bulletin No. 178 and previous issues 


' As used in this report the western part of the state includes Crop Reporting Districts 
1, 2, 4, and 7. The counties of Kay, Noble, Garfield, Major, Blaine, Caddo 


Comanche, and Cotton form the castern boundary of the Western part of the 
State as here defined 
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In the most recent upturn in cattle numbers, 1949-54, the positions 
are reversed. Since 1949 the increase in eastern areas has been greatei 
relative to the western areas. In 1954, the most recent high in Oklahoma 
cattle numbers, the increase in eastern Oklahoma was 142 percent above 
the base year 1949. During this same year western Oklahoma cattle 
numbers were 12% percent above the base period while state cattle num- 
bers increased to 135 percent. Also cattle reductions in western Okla- 
homa took a sharper drop than eastern areas during the 1955-56 period. 
This indicates that the drought had a greater effect on reducing cattle 


numbers in the western areas. 


The effect ol the drought on Oklahoma cattle numbers is turthet 
iustrated by Figure 2. Since 19514 beel cow numbers, cows two years 
old and older, not used tor dairy purposes, and numbers of cattle not 


for milk took a sharp decline relative to U.S. totals. Prior to this drop, 


during the period 1948-54, Oklahoma cattle numbers were increasing 


faster than U.S. numbers. Paul Andrilenas 


N - 
an ’ , cos) 


2. Index of numbers of beef cows on farms, United States and Oklahoma, 


Figure 2. 
1920-1957. 


ntory estimate by AMS, USDA and from Live- 
Related Data, 1955, AMS, USDA Statis- 


Source Livestock and poultry inve 
stock Market News Statistics and 
tical Bulletin 178 and previous iss 
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Dairy 
\ larger supply of milk, increased population, high consumer in 
come and unusual weather conditions dominate the state and national 
dairy situation. All have a direct bearing upon the situation through 


out 1957. 


United States milk production is expected to exceed 127 billion 
pounds in 1957. This will be a record production exceeding the 1956 
high production by 2 billion pounds. In Oklahoma, April grade A milk 
production was about 56 percent over Class I usage in the Tulsa market. 


In several other southwest markets, similar situations existed. Excellent 
pastures are expected to stimulate high production over the coming 


summer months. 


Excessive rains during May slowed up production im many states 
including Oklahoma. ‘They will, however, result in better pastures and 
feed supplies throughout the remainder of the year. The drop in 
production in May was most noticeable in Oklahoma for the manu 
facturing milk supply. Some of these markets are “oll” up to 20 
percent over expected amounts, In some eastern dairy states, inade 
quate supplies of moisture retarded a good pasture growth, 


On the demand side, the U.S. population rose to over 171 million 
people in early June 1957. ‘This increase in population is important 
to dairymen since most of the dairy products are consumed at home. 
Total milk consumption per capita is expected to be about like 1956 
when 710 pounds of milk (equivalent basis) were consumed per person. 
Employment and consumer incomes remain at a high level which as 
sures a high consumer demand for dairy products throughout the year. 


June is Dairy Month and much attention is being given in various 
ways to increasing the use of dairy products. These advertising and 
educational programs are of great value as there are many new uses 
which need to be brought to the attention of consumers. ‘These pro 
grams are financed chielly by producers. A. W. Jacob 


Hogs 


United States 


The 1957 spring pig crop may exceed last: year's spring crop of 
53,1360 thousand head saved. In March, hog men in nine leading 
hog producing states indicated they intended to farrow more sows than 
they had reported in December.’ Strengthening hog prices since March 
may have induced an expansion in this estimate. However, even if 


* Nine State Pig Crop Reports, AMS, USDA., March 20, 1957. The nine states are 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, South Dakota 
ind Kansas 
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these intentions have been revised upward, the planned expansion ol 
hog numbers is likely to be very moderate. 

Hog slaughter for the first three months of this year was estimated 
at 19.2 million head. This compares with 22.7 million head for the 
same period jast year. The seasonal low for hog slaughter is likely 


to occur in July or early August. 


\verage hog prices lor the first live months of 1957 have been 
higher than in the same period of 1956. Hog prices have been moving 
ina very erratic pattern since December of last year. However, an 
upward movement should begin in’ June and reach a peak in’ July on 


early August 


Corn prices have been fairly stable over the past few months. On 
February 15 this year corn prices averaged $1.19 per bushel. On May 
15, corm prices averaged $1.25 per bushel. The hog-corn price ratio 
has been very close to 11.0 and should improve with the expected rise 


in hog prices in June and July. 


Oklahoma 


While no estimates for spring larrowings are currently available, 
short feed supplies and poor weather this spring may have combined 
to hold Oklahoma’s spring pig crop to a fairly low level. Tf this has 
been the case, Oklahoma hog prices may rise considerably above the 
United States prices during the coming months this year. 


Oklahoma hog prices were reported at 517.60 per cwt. on May 15. 
Phis is higher than the $17.40 per cwt. reported on April 15 and con- 
siderably above the $15.20 per cwt. reported for May 15, 1956. IE hog 
prices follow the tendency reported in the February issue of Oklahoma 
Current Farm Economics, we may expect these prices to stay well above 
the average United States prices through June, July and August. 

Calvin Wright and Kenneth B. Boggs 


Sheep, Lambs and Wool 


United States 


“Last year we consumed more meat than ever belore, but we ate 
less lamb.” TPhits statement by the Agricultural Marketing Service indi- 
cates that a problem exists in the market for lamb, particularly in the 
sheep producing areas were consumption of lamb and mutton is lowest. 

Slaughter of sheep and lambs for the first five months of 1957 has 
been less than for the same months of last year. The reduction has 
been largely in lambs coming off ranges and pastures. The supply of 
lambs normally marketed off range in the first few months of this year 
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was reduced by heavy marketings at lighter weights last summer and 
fall because of drouth conditions, 


Lamb prices have increased moderately over last year’s prices. The 
increase in price from January to May 1957 has been about 52.00) per 
cwl. or twice the increase during the same period of last year. 


Slaughter of sheep and lambs for the rest of 1957 probably wall 
average below the 1956 slaughter figures, as there way a two percent 
decrease in breeding ewes this year.* Also, there was a smaller be 
ginning inventory of lambs and the severe storms in the western states 


this spring have further limited the size of the lamb crop. Although the 


Sharp rise in lamb prices which occurred last year is not expected, prices 
this year probably will average higher than for last: year. 


Wool should have a much better market this year due to the great 
reduction in CCC stockpiles to around 30 million pounds at the present 
time, This, coupled with the increased domestic demand, should 
strengthen the market considerably. Also, the decrease in ewe numbers 
means that there will be fewer sheep shorn this year, 


Domestic consumption is expected to be trom 650 to 700) million 
pounds of grease wool this year. Since our production is only 280 
million pounds, the U.S. must import 370 to 420 million pounds, Until 
new foreign supplies are available around December 1, the domestic 
supply should be in a good marketing position. 


Oklahoma 


The Oklahoma City market has been steady lor the most part, al 
though there was a recent “unseasonal” decrease in lamb prices. The 
prices this year should average a little higher than last year’s average ol 
$21.50 for choice and prime and $20.27 for good and choice spring 
lambs; however May spring lamb prices did not reach the high) prices 
of last year. Fed lambs were quoted on the Oklahoma City market 
through April and most of May but from now through September the 
market will primarily handle spring (milk-led) lambs. Ewe prices 
were high in March and April but began to drop in) May and with 
hot summer months coming on, will likely stay down around their present 
level the rest of this year. A discussion of lambs and spring lamb prices 
will be included in the forthcoming issue of Oklahoma Current Farm 
Economics. 


Considering the present market situation and the much improved 
quality of domestic wool, Oklahoma farmers should) receive highe: 


* The Livestock and Meat Situation, A.M.S., USDA. May, 1957 
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prices for their wool this year. The foreign wool market is strong and 
the price per pound of clean wool is 12 to 20 cents higher than that 
of our wool. Since our wool will be much in demand, indications are 
that domestic wool prices will go up to help close this price gap. 


Oklahoma farmers should remember that the final wool price is 
based on the price they receive for the wool. ‘They should not market 
during the period of low prices (during the shearing season) but should 
sell their wool, or have it sold, over an orderly marketing period. 
Remember, top quality wool brings the highest prices; therefore, shear 
carelully and keep the wool as clean and free of burrs and dirt as 


possible. Daniel D. Badger 


Poultry 


The seasonal peak in egg production was reached in March. ‘The 
seasonal decline likely will be greater than usual from now until 
September as producers attempt to adjust output to the current level 


ol CONSUMIpPtlon. 


Producers are making adjustments in the potential supply of 
eggs. Chicks lor replacements have declined 20 percent from 1956. 
However, this will not result in a decline of more than 5 to 10 percent 
in total numbers of layers on farms January 1, 1958. Furthermore, it 
will result in a still lower decrease in egg supply since the rate of lay has 
been increasing. Hence, the adjustment indicated by the 20 percent 
reduction in chick replacements will cause only a minor adjustment in 
supplies compared with the 1957 output. In fact, the 1958 output 


likely will be within three percent of the current year’s production. 


The price for eggs has been comparatively low and will continue 
unfavorable for the next six months. At present price levels, a con- 
siderable volume is being stored. No substantial price increase can be 
expected from current adjustments in egg supplies until the large volume 
of storage holdings has been moved. Out-ol-storage movements will be 
the key to supplies early in the fall. 


Movement into storage through April has been estimated at 900 
thousand cases compared with 527 thousand in 1956. However, stor- 
age holdings have become of lesser significance the past 10 years. ‘The 
total storage holdings will not exceed two percent of the September 
production. 

Oklahoma farmers usually expect a seasonal increase in egg prices 
somewhat greater than the over-all increase in the United States. How 
ever, in periods of heavy supplies this situation does not prevail. 

Prices received by Oklahoma farmers in mid-May averaged 24.7¢ per 
dozen. A few states reported slightly lower egg prices but they also 
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reported higher (more favorable) egg-feed price ratios (South Dakota 
was an exception). These states have a comparative advantage ove 
Oklahoma in egg production. During March and April Oklahoma 
producers had the lowest (unfavorable) egg-feed price ratio of any state. 
gg prices in March, April and May have not averaged as low as 25 
cents per dozen since 1942. However, egg production was prolitable 
in 1942 because feed prices averaged only $2.12 per hundred pounds. 
In the same three months of 1957 with about the same egg prices, teed 
costs averaged $3.51. In view of the fact that the feed cost is about 65 


percent of total cost of producing eggs, it is a very important factor in 


fluencing profits. 


The greatest foreseeable price improvement in the poultry indus 
try is for broilers. Chick placements for the last three months have 
not exceeded 1956 placements by more than 2 percent, During the 
month of April, it was less than 0.5 percent. ‘The present market re- 
llects heavy supplies from earlier placements that exceeded 1956 place 
ment. Although the earlier increases were not so great percentagewise, 
the absolute increase was great. With approximately the same supply 
and the normal expansion in demand, broiler producers can anticipate 
an improvement in the price situation for their products, 


Furkey producers may be revising earlier plans to increase produc 
tion of birds in 1957 compared with 1956. ‘They have marketed ap- 
proximately 133.4 million pounds compared with only 79.8 million in 
1956. It is possible that most of the increase in poult production came 
early and that there will be a substantial reduction during the latte 
part of the season._-K. C. Davis. 
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